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CHECKLIST OF MATERIALS NEEDED: 
• White/Blackboard, markers or chalk 

• Scissors

• Dice 

1) MY HANDS NEVER LIE
Students hide a small object like an eraser in their right hand if they are going to say something true and 
in their left hand if they are going to say something false, and then make their statement (e.g. “My father 
worked in a circus”) and see if their partner can guess which hand the object is in, i.e. whether their 
statement is true or not. You can specify the topic and/or grammar they should use to tie in with the text if 
you like.

2) TRUE FALSE STAND UP SIT DOWN
Make up some sentences, some true and some false, or get the students to make up some sentences and 
collect them into a bag or hat. Read them out one by one to the students. The students have to stand, and 
the teacher reads a sentence and ask who thinks it’s true and who thinks false and students raise their hand 
respectively. The teacher reveals the answer and those who got it right remain standing while those who got 
it wrong must sit down. The game is played until there is a winner. You can also play the game with other 
actions like touching parts of your body or standing on your left or right leg.

3) FIND WHICH STORY ISN’T TRUE
One student tells the other students in their group or class two true stories about him or herself and one 
false story. The other students can then ask questions about the details of those stories to try and guess 
which one is not true. The student who told the stories can continue lying about the untrue story when they 
answer the questions, so their partners just have to guess which story sounds unlikely or from pauses when 
they are answering the questions.

4) YES TO EVERYTHING
The students have to reply yes to every Yes/No question they are asked, e.g. “Yes, I have” to every “Have you 
ever..?” question - including “Have you ever jumped out of a plane?” etc. They then answer 3 follow up Wh-
questions about it, and the other students then guess whether the original “Yes” answer was true or false.
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5) WHITEBOARD DIRECTIONS GAME
Blindfold one student and stand them near the board with a board pen/chalk. The other students have to 
tell them how to draw a line between two points on the board by the route you show them. Similar is the 
‘Joining Up Game’ where students have to join two words or parts of a sentence on the board by listening to 
the instructions of the other students, e.g. drawing a line between “do” and “your homework” as quickly as 
possible by listening to the other students shout “up”, “down”, “left” and “right”.

6) PICTURE DICTATION
The students sitting down describe a picture that the student by the board can’t see and help them to draw 
the same thing on the board.

7) LATERAL THINKING
Explain that you are going to read out something strange and the students have to work out what has 
happened. The students can ask questions about the situation and you can only respond with a yes/no/
maybe. Readout one of the descriptions below and make sure that the students have understood. The first 
student to guess what has happened is the winner. You can allow students to work in pairs or threes or 
teams to discuss the situation and help each other.

Situations

a. A man is lying dead in a snowy field. There are no footprints to or from his body. The man has a pack on 
his back. How did he die?

b. When Harry comes home he finds Sarah is dead, lying in a pool of water and Tom is sitting quietly on the 
armchair. There is some broken glass on the floor. Tom won’t be charged with murder. Why not?

c. A woman lives on the 30th floor of a building. When she gets home from work, she usually takes the lift 
as far as the 21st floor and then climbs the stairs to the 30th. However when it’s raining, she’ll always 
take the lift to the 30th floor. What explains this strange behaviour?

d. A man walks into a bar and asks the barman for a glass of water. The barman pulls out a gun and points it 
at the man. The man says ‘Thank you’ and walks out.

e. Five pieces of coal, a carrot and a scarf are lying on the grass. Nobody put them on the grass but there is 
a perfectly logical reason why they should be there. What is it?

f. A woman had two sons who were born on the same hour of the same day of the same year. But they 
were not twins. How could this be so?

g. One day a man received a parcel in the post. Carefully packed inside was a human arm. He examined it, 
repacked it and then sent it on to another man. The second man also carefully examined the arm before 
taking it to the woods and burying it. Why did they do this?

h. A man rode into town on Friday. He stayed for three nights and then left on Friday. How come?
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Answers

a. He jumped out of a airplane with a parachute on his back that failed to open.

b. Sarah is a fish and Tom is a cat. Sarah was swimming in her bowl. Tom started playing with it and knocked 
it over.

c. She is a dwarf and cannot reach the top button unless she is carrying an umbrella.

d. The man had hiccups. The barman recognized this from his speech and drew the gun in order to give him 
a shock. It worked and cured the hiccups - so the man no longer needed the water.

e. They were used by children who made a snowman. The snow has now melted.

f. They were two of a set of triplets (or quadruplets etc.)

g. The three men had been stranded on a desert island. Desperate for food, they had agreed to amputate 
their left arms in order to eat them. They swore an oath that each would have his left arm cut off. One 
of them was a doctor and he cut the arms off his two companions. They were then rescued. But his oath 
was still binding so he later had to have his arm amputated and sent to his colleagues.

h. The man’s horse was called Friday.

8) THE BALLOON GAME 
For a class of 15 students get 5 balloons. Cut up questions or sentences – taking into account the student’s 
language level - e.g. “Peter has regularly played tennis on Wednesdays.” “If you won the lottery, how would 
you spend the money?” Stuff the cut-up bits of paper into each balloon (this is not difficult), blow them 
up and tie them securely. Explain the activity clearly to the students. Divide the class into groups of 3 
students. Each group chooses a runner. When the teacher says ‘GO’ the runner runs up to their balloon, 
which is on the floor at the front of the classroom (with as much space made around it as possible). They 
must burst the balloon without using their hands or feet and pick up the pieces of paper inside. They return 
to their group and together must put the sentences(s)/question(s) in the right order. The group who finishes 
first are the winners. If they have produced questions, the next step is to work together to answer their 
questions or discuss them.

9) SHERLOCK HOLMES
Hand out strips of paper with directions like these:

• How many students are wearing black shoes today?

• How many chairs are there in the classroom?

• How many students are holding pencils?

• How many posters are there on the classroom walls?
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Students wander around the classroom finding the answer to their question. As soon as they have their 
answer, they run to the board, write the question and answer and their name. If there are a lot of students 
and access to the board is confined, students who have finished can sit down in their seats when they are 
finished and then read out their questions and answers in the order they finished at the end of the activity.

10) NUMBER TALK
Put the students in pairs. Ask them to talk to each other about a simple topic (such as ‘something they have 
done in the past week’). The catch is that they must use at least five (for example) different types of numbers 
in their talk. This may include prices, times, dates, numbers of something, sizes, etc. Their partner should 
keep a record of their use of numbers and then report back at the end of the activity. 

If you like these activities and want more then head over to our Teacher-Toolkit shop where you will find our 
card sets of activities for the classroom https://teacher-toolkit.co.uk/collections/classroom-card-packs.

WARM-UPS AND FILLERS
ENGLISH CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

https://teacher-toolkit.co.uk/collections/classroom-card-packs 

